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	Dowoti Désir Says Obama Has Global and Inclusive Sensibility



	“Obama has a more global and inclusive sensibility than the other candidates. His perception of himself, and his world view, transcend the experience most African Americans are familiar with.” says Dowoti Désir, Executive Director of The Malcolm X & Dr. Betty Shabazz Memorial & Educational Center (The Shabazz Center), in Harlem, New York. According to Désir, “The definition of an African American has changed” due to the influx of Haitians, continental Africans, and other African descendants from around the world. “Their sense of being ‘American,’ Black, or African American,” she explains, “is not entrenched in a history of enslavement peculiar to this country, nor in the hard-won gains of the Civil Rights Era.”

The global perspective Obama brings is one of many ideas to be raised at a panel discussion Saturday, February 16, from 3–5 p.m., at The Shabazz Center (3940 Broadway, at 165th St., Harlem). The discussion, “Say It Loud: Black Identity and Liberation in the Obama Era,” is organized by the Malcolm X Grassroots Movement and The Shabazz Center, in conjunction with the Global Afro Latino and Caribbean Initiative (GALCI), and the Caribbean Cultural Center African Diaspora Institution (CCCADI) ‘s third annual conference, "Redefining African American: What's at Stake?”

Pivotal to the discussion, is Obama’s candidacy. “What we are seeing in Obama,” Désir explains, “is how the multiple histories that shape our personal identities—in his case being of Kenyan and European ancestry—affect our capacity to shape national policy in economics, education, health care, foreign affairs, and sustainable development.  Those of us who are Black, Asian, or Latino have been shaped by many geopolitical forces. This complex experience allows someone like Barack Obama the option of translating his political experiences, both as an individual and as a possible future president, in a manner that resonates for many of us across the globe.” Désir theorizes that Obama has been labeled “not Black enough” by many because he rose to the top outside of the customary Civil Rights Movement. Therefore, Obama may be perceived as not coming from a background of struggle. The civil rights struggle, she reflects, is seen largely as Christian- and Southern-based.

Désir is recognized as a leading authority on Afro-Atlantic art and religion. She is frequently sought as a curator, advisor, and lecturer. She authored the study “Mapping New Terrain: Communities in Transition,” a cultural assessment project she conceived and managed as former director of Community Arts Initiatives of the Lower Manhattan Cultural Council. She is a member of UNIFEM (the women’s fund at the United Nations), she is Federal Advisor to the African Burial Ground of New York City, and she has served on the Planning Committee for the World Culture Open, an NGO focused on cultural diplomacy. She manages her consulting group, the Cultural Assets Partnership, a coalition of creative professionals dedicated to cultivating cultural enterprise through strategic partnerships on the African continent. For more information on the Shabazz Center or the panel discussion, call (212) 568-1341.


